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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Heads of Fire Department 
 
FROM:  Stephen D. Coan 
   State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE:  August 1, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: BFPR Updates 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Included please find several recent amendments to 527 CMR.  
 
The first amendment is to 527 CMR 11.00: Commercial Cooking Operations. These 
amendments are significant and address concerns highlighted by the tragic August, 
2007, West Roxbury restaurant fire which took the lives of two firefighters and 
injured a dozen others.  Highlights of the enhancements include:  implementation of a 
statewide uniform tagging and record keeping system relating to the cleaning and 
inspection of commercial cooking operations; requirements that those who engage in 
the cleaning or inspecting of Commercial Cooking Operations, in the 
Commonwealth, possess a valid Certificate of Competency issued by the State Fire 
Marshal.  Such requirements are effective as of January 2010.  Additionally, the 
amendment updated the referenced standard to the 2008 version of NFPA 96.  In the 
coming months, you can expect further guidance information as my office continues 
implementation of this important regulation.   
 
Additionally, I have attached a copy of new amendments to 527 CMR 9:  Tanks and 
Containers.  This set of amendments finalizes the Operator Training Requirements for 
UST owners/operators.  The requirements for operator training are effective in 
August 2012.  The BFPR finalized these regulations to meet recent Federal Energy 
Act requirements.  However, please note that this activity has been transferred to 
Mass DEP, effective July 1, 2009. 



 
 
 

 
Finally, a copy of amendments to 527 CMR 10.13 is also included.  These 
amendments change the effective date from July 1, 2009, to July 1, 2010, for the 
Designation of a Crowd Manager and Fire and Building Safety Checklist for certain 
Assembly Type Buildings.     
 
If you have any further questions please contact the Code Compliance and 
Enforcement Unit at 978-567-3375 or in Western MA at 413-587-3181.  
 
SDC/bhs 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Heads of Fire Departments 
 
FROM:  Stephen D. Coan 
   State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE:  August 1, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Reporting of School Fires 
             
 
“An Act Relative to the Reporting of Fires in Schools” was signed into law by Governor Romney on May 12, 
2006.  The law (Chapter 80 of the Acts of 2006) became effective on August 10, 2006.  I am re-issuing this 
information for your use as we approach the new school year. 
 
This law requires that the principal of any public or private school of grades 1-12 shall file a written report to 
the local fire department within 24 hours of any incident of unauthorized ignition of any fire within the school 
building, or on its grounds.  The principal must file this report whether or not the fire department responded.  
The fire department shall report the incident to the Marshal pursuant to Chapter 148 § 2 (MFIRS). 
 
The law was created to mandate that schools report fires that may have previously gone unreported.  The effect 
will be greater protection of our children and the ability to identify possible juvenile fire setters to provide 
appropriate early intervention. 
 
I have included the form with this advisory.  In addition, I have included an informational flyer that can be 
used to highlight fire code regulations and a multi-page document of specific regulations governing schools.  I 
would encourage discussions with your schools prior to the start of the school year.  
 
If you have any questions please contact our Public Education Unit at 978-567-3380 or Code Compliance and 
Enforcement Unit at 978-567-3375 or in Western MA 413-587-3181. 
 
SDC/bhs 
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SCHOOL REGULATIONS 
 

The following regulations from 527 CMR apply to schools: 
 

10.09:   Schools 
 
All schools shall conform to the following fire drill regulations: 

 
(1) The responsible school official in charge of the school or the school 
system shall formulate a plan for the protection and evacuation of all persons 
in the event of fire, and shall include alternate means of egress for all persons 
involved; such plan shall be presented to and approved by the head of the fire 
department. 

 
(2) The headmaster or person in charge of each school shall see that each 
class instructor or supervisor shall receive proper instructions on the fire drill 
procedure specified for the room or area in which that person carries out his 
duties before he assumes such duties. 

 
(3) Every student in all schools shall be advised of the fire drill procedure or 
shall take part in a fire drill within three days after entering such school. 

 
(4) The head of the fire department, or person designated by him, shall visit 
each school at least four times each year for the purpose of conducting fire 
drills and questioning the teachers and supervisors.  These drills shall be 
conducted without advance warning to the school personnel other than the 
person in charge of the school at the time. 

(a) Records.  A record of all fire exit drills shall be kept on the premises 
and persons in charge of such occupancies shall file written reports at 
least twice a year with the head of the fire department giving the 
following information:  

1.   Time of drill. 
2.   Date of drill. 
3.   Weather conditions when occupants were evacuated. 
4.   Number of occupants evacuated. 
5.   Total time for evacuation. 
6.   Other information relevant to the drill. 

(b) Evacuation.  Fire exit drills shall include complete evacuation of all 
persons from the building. 

 
5)  Paper materials displayed in Educational Use Occupancies, as defined in 
780 CMR: The Massachusetts State Building Code, shall be permitted on 
walls only in accordance with 527 CMR 10.09 (5).  

(a) Classrooms. Paper materials displayed shall not exceed 20% of the 
total wall area. Paper materials displayed shall be attached directly to the 
walls and shall not be permitted to cover an egress door or be placed 
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within five feet of an egress door.  When determining wall areas in 
accordance with 527 CMR 10.09(5)(a), door and window openings shall 
be included. 
Exception 1: Paper material displayed in fully enclosed viewing cabinets 
with glass or polycarbonate viewing panels or covered with glass or 
polycarbonate sheet material. (Thermoplastic materials such as Plexiglas® 

are not acceptable.) 
Exception 2: Flame retardant paper material used for display. 
Exception 3: Paper material displays may cover up to 50% of the total 
wall area in classrooms that are fully sprinklered in accordance with 780 
CMR: The Massachusetts State Building Code.   
 (b) Exit access passageways, assembly areas and corridors. Paper 
materials displayed shall not exceed 10% of the surface area of any wall.  
Such paper material shall be positioned in such manner to avoid 
concentration of materials to reduce flame spread in the event of a fire. In 
no event shall any one grouping exceed a maximum horizontal 
measurement of 12 ft and a maximum vertical measurement of 6 ft..  
Groups of paper material shall be allowed as long as there is space 
between each group equal to the horizontal width of the largest adjacent 
group.  Paper material used for display shall be attached directly to the 
walls and shall not be permitted to cover an egress door or be placed 
within five feet of an egress door. 
Exception 1: Paper material displayed in fully enclosed viewing cabinets 
with glass or polycarbonate viewing panels or covered with glass or 
polycarbonate sheet material. (Thermoplastic materials such as Plexiglas® 

are not acceptable.) 
Exception 2: Flame retardant paper material used for display. 
Exception 3: Paper materials displayed shall not exceed 50% of the 
surface area of any wall in buildings equipped with automatic sprinklers in 
accordance with 780 CMR:  The Massachusetts State Building Code.  
Such paper material shall be positioned in such manner to avoid 
concentration of materials to reduce flame spread in the event of a fire. In 
no event shall any one grouping exceed a maximum horizontal 
measurement of 12 ft and a maximum vertical measurement of 6 ft.  
Groups of paper material shall be allowed as long as there is space 
between each group equal to at least ½ the horizontal width of the largest 
adjacent group.  Paper materials displayed shall be attached directly to the 
walls and shall not be permitted to cover an egress door or be placed 
within five feet of an egress door. 
(c) Exits and enclosed exit stairs. Displayed paper materials shall not be 
permitted in exits and enclosed exit stairs. 

(d) The provisions of 527 CMR 10.09(5) shall not prohibit the posting of exit signage or 
evacuation plans established in accordance with 527 CMR 10.09(1).  

(e) The provisions of 527 CMR 10.09(5) shall not be applicable to any election materials 
required by law to be posted during any local, state or federal election. 
 



8/1/2009 Page 3 of 6 

 
 
10.17:   Places of Assembly 
 

(1) General. 
(a) Scope.  The decoration, operation or use of places of assembly and 
education shall comply with the applicable requirements of 527 CMR 
10.00 and 21.00 and 780 CMR. 
(b) Permit required.  A place of assembly or one for educational use shall 
not be maintained, operated or used as such without a Certificate of 
Inspection from the building code official. 
(c) Posting of occupant load.  Each place of assembly or education shall 
be posted with an approved legible sign in contrasting colors 
conspicuously located near the main exit from the room or space stating 
the number of occupants permitted within such space.  The number of 
occupants permitted shall be determined by 780 CMR.  Assembly rooms 
or spaces which have multiple use capability shall be posted for all such 
uses.  The owner shall be responsible for installing and maintaining such 
signs. 
(d) Overcrowding.  No person shall permit overcrowding or admittance 
of any person beyond the established posted occupant load of any place 
of assembly or education.  The head of the fire department, upon finding 
overcrowded conditions or obstruction in aisles, passageways or other 
means of egress, or finding any condition which constitutes a hazard to 
life and safety shall cause the performance, presentation, spectacle or 
entertainment to be stopped until the area posted occupant load is 
re-established or the obstruction or hazardous condition is removed. 

 
(2) Decorative Material.  Decorative materials shall conform to 527 CMR 
21.00 and 780 CMR. 

 
(3) Motion Picture Screens.  In places of assembly or education, a motion 
picture screen or screen masking shall not be used which will ignite and 
allow flame to spread over the surface when exposed to the test method test 
described in 527 CMR 21.00. 

 
(4) Means of Egress. 

(a) General.  The operator or the person in charge of operation or use of 
any place of assembly or education shall check egress facilities before 
such building is occupied for any use, to determine compliance with the 
provisions of 527 CMR 10.17.  If such inspection reveals that any 
element of the required means of egress is obstructed, inaccessible, 
locked, fastened or otherwise unsuited for immediate use, admittance to 
the building shall not be permitted until necessary corrective action has 
been completed. 
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(b) Doors.  An egress door shall not be locked, bolted or otherwise 
fastened or obstructed by any means, so that the door cannot be opened 
from the inside by the use of the ordinary door latch or knob or by 
pressure on the door or on a panic release device except as provided in 
780 CMR. 
(c) Aisles.  In each room where chairs, or tables and chairs, are used the 
arrangement shall be such as to provide for ready access by aisles to each 
egress door.  Aisles leading directly to an egress door shall have not less 
than 44" clear width.  When serving an occupant load of 50 or less, such 
required clear width shall not be less than 36". Aisles shall not be 
obstructed by chairs, tables or other objects. 
(d) Obstructions.  A part of a stairway, whether interior or exterior, or of 
a hallway, corridor, vestibule, balcony or bridge leading to a stairway or 
exit shall not be used in any way that will obstruct or restrict its use as a 
means of egress or that will present a hazardous condition. 
(e) Signs and lighting.  The signs and lighting of means of egress 
required for places of assembly or education shall be maintained in 
proper operating condition and be installed in accordance with 780 CMR. 

 
(5) Projection Rooms. 

(a) Refer to 780 CMR. 
(b) Miscellaneous equipment: A maximum of four flammable liquid 
containers that do  not have a capacity greater than 16 ounces and are of a 
nonbreakable type shall be permitted in each projection room. 

 
 
10.02:   Fire Extinguishers 
 

(1) Any building or other premises, which, due to its location, construction, 
character or occupancy, or the manner of conducting business therein or 
thereupon is such that it is considered necessary by the head of the fire 
department, shall be provided with portable fire extinguishers installed and 
maintained in accordance with NFPA 10. 

 
(2) Every school, college and university laboratory newly constructed or 
renovated, or any room used for similar purposes wherein corrosives or 
flammable liquids are handled or where open flame devices are used, shall 
be equipped with one or more Emergency Wash Systems.  Emergency Wash 
Systems shall include Drench/Deluge Showers, Hand Held Body/Face 
Washers and Deck Mounted Drench Hoses.  The permanently mounted 
showers shall be located as close to the main door of the laboratory as 
possible (to provide an escape route), but should not be located greater than 
50' from an experimental area.  The permanently mounted showers shall be 
capable of discharging a continuous spray at a rate of 30 gallons per minute.  
Emergency Wash Systems shall be tempered to between 70° and 90°F.  Cold 
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potable water shall be permitted in those locations where tempered water is 
not accessible or as permitted by the head of the fire department. 
The Drench/Deluge Showers, Hand Held Body/Face Washers and Deck 
Mounted Drench Hoses shall be installed in accordance with ANSI Z-358.1 
and 248 CMR. 
Each existing laboratory not equipped with an Emergency Wash System 
shall be equipped with at least one approved Fire Blanket, and a sign that 
reads: 

 
 "In Case of Clothing Fire  
 STOP, DROP and ROLL" 

The location of the Emergency Wash System Stations, and Fire Blankets 
shall be clearly indicated by signs of contrasting color, either RED and 
WHITE or GREEN and WHITE.  The signs shall be at least 70 square inches 
in area bearing the words "EMERGENCY WASH STATION", or "SAFETY 
SHOWER" or "FIRE BLANKET". 
Every wash station shall be tested by the owner of the building or his 
designee twice annually (every six months) for proper flow and operation.  
The owner shall upon request, provide the fire department with the test 
result, (including but not limited to): date of test, station operation, system 
malfunctions, and the name of the person performing the test. 
Each student shall be advised of the location and proper use of the above 
emergency safety equipment by the teacher, instructor, or person in charge of 
the class before the first experiment is conducted. 
Each student shall also be instructed in the proper procedure for the 
extinguishment of clothing fires at least twice during the course, as directed 
by the head of the fire department.  The installation and operation of each 
safety device noted above shall be in order before the commencement of any 
class conducting laboratory experiments. 

 
10.07:   Smoking 

(3) Smoking shall be prohibited in schools, colleges, universities, public 
buildings and institutions except that smoking shall be permitted in 
designated areas. Such areas shall be approved by the head of the fire 
department.  Such room or area shall be of a size suitable to accommodate 
the number of smokers requiring such facility. 

 
10.03:   General Provisions 
 

(10) Fire Lanes. 
(a) Designation.  The head of the fire department shall require and 
designate public or private fire lanes as deemed necessary for the 
efficient and effective use of fire apparatus.  Fire lanes shall have a 
minimum width of 18'. 
(b) Obstructions.  Designated fire lanes shall be maintained free of 
obstructions and vehicles and marked in an approved manner. 



8/1/2009 Page 6 of 6 

(b) Maintenance.  All designated fire lane signs or markings shall be   
maintained in a clean and legible condition at all times and replaced 
when necessary to insure adequate visibility. 

 
(13) Hazards to Means of Egress. 

(a) Obstructions.  No person shall at any time place an encumbrance of 
any kind before or upon any fire escape, balcony or ladder intended 
as a means of escape from fire.  The means of egress from each part 
of the building, including stairways, egress doors, and any panic 
hardware installed thereon, aisles, corridors, passageways and similar 
elements of the means of egress, shall at all times be maintained in a 
safe condition and shall be available for immediate use and free of all 
obstructions. 

 
527 CMR 21.00:  DECORATIONS, CURTAINS, DRAPERIES, BLINDS AND 

OTHER WINDOW TREATMENTS 
21.02:   General Requirements 
 

(1) Materials regulated by 527 CMR 21.00 shall not be purchased, leased or 
rented for use in a particular occupancy unless the intended user has been 
provided with certification from an approved fire test laboratory that the 
regulated material conforms with the applicable provisions of 527 CMR 
21.00. 

 
527 CMR 29.00:  UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, MOLDED SEATING AND 

RE-UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE 
29.02:   General Requirements 

2) Regulated seating shall not be purchased, leased or rented for use in a 
particular occupancy unless the intended user is provided with written notice 
from the manufacturer, supplier, vendor, distributor or an approved testing 
agency that the regulated seating conforms to 527 CMR 29.00. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Heads of Fire Department 
 
FROM:  Stephen D. Coan 
   State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE:  August 1, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Code Compliance & Enforcement Unit Notification 
 
I would like to request that you notify the Code Compliance and Enforcement Unit in 
the event that any of the following incidents occur in your community: 
 

 Any incident involving the theft of any material regulated under the provisions of 527 
CMR 2 (fireworks), or 527 CMR 13 (explosives). 

 
 Any incident involving personal injury or property damage resulting from the storage, 

transportation, or use of any material regulated under 527 CMR 2 (fireworks), or 527 
CMR 13 (explosives). 

 
 Fires involving equipment, facilities, or portions thereof protected by a 

suppression system, regulated by 527 CMR 23, which system failed to 
operate and/or suppress the fire. (Examples: kitchen hood systems, self serve 
gas stations, etc.)  

 
This office licenses and regulates all of the industries listed above and needs to 
review these incidents for compliance with the appropriate statutes and codes. 
 
During normal business hours request for assistance can be made to (978) 567-3375. 
After hours requests for CCEU assistance can be made thorough MEMA at 508-820-
2000. 
 
SDC/bhs 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Heads of Fire Department 
 
FROM:  Stephen D. Coan 
   State Fire Marshal 
 
DATE:  August 1, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Voluntary Recall of Smoke Alarms by Kidde 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Included in this advisory is information on a voluntary recall notice from the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission regarding the Kidde Model PI2000 Dual Sensor Smoke Alarms.   
 
If you have any further questions please contact the Code Compliance and Enforcement Unit  
at 978-567-3375 or in Western MA at 413-587-3181.  
 
SDC/bhs 



NEWS from CPSC 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington, DC 20207
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 9, 2009 
Release # 09-266  

Firm’s Recall Hotline: (877) 524-2086
CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772
CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908

Kidde Recalls Dual Sensor Smoke Alarms; Can 
Fail to Warn of a Fire 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, in cooperation with the 
firm named below, today announced a voluntary recall of the following consumer product. 
Consumers should stop using recalled products immediately unless otherwise instructed.  
Name of Product: Kidde Model PI2000 Dual Sensor Smoke Alarms 
Units: About 94,000 
Manufacturer: Walter Kidde Portable Equipment Inc., of Mebane, N.C. 
Hazard: An electrostatic discharge can damage the unit, causing it not to warn consumers of a 
fire.  
Incidents/Injuries: The firm has received two reported incidents of smoke alarm malfunctions 
involving electrostatic discharge during installation. No injuries have been reported. 
Description: This recall involves Kidde dual sensor smoke alarms model PI2000. The alarms 
can be identified by two buttons, “HUSH” and “PUSH AND HOLD TO TEST WEEKLY,” which are 
located on the front/center of the alarm. The model number and date code are on the back of the 
smoke alarm. Only date codes 2008 Aug.01 through 2009 May 04 are included in this recall. 
Sold at: Retail, department, and hardware stores and through electrical distributors nationwide 
from August 2008 through May 2009 for between $30 and $40. 
Manufactured in: China 
Remedy: Consumers should contact Kidde immediately to receive a free replacement smoke 
alarm. 
Consumer Contact: For additional information, contact Kidde toll-free at (877) 524-2086 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or visit the firm’s Web site at 
www.kidde.com 



 
CPSC is still interested in receiving incident or injury reports that are either directly related to this product recall or involve 
a different hazard with the same product. Please tell us about it by visiting https://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/incident.aspx 

--- 
Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from thousands of 
types of consumer products under the agency's jurisdiction. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical 
hazard. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the decline in the 
rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years. 



To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's Hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270. To join a CPSC e-mail subscription list, please go to 
https://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.aspx. Consumers can obtain recall and general safety information by logging on to CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.  

 



FALL SCHEDULE 2009 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Office of the State Fire Marshal Code Enforcement Training  

 
BFPR Updates 

Review of New & Revised 527 CMR Sections 

This program will review all of the changes and additions 
made by the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations. It will 
provide an opportunity for fire service personnel to get 
information on the latest code changes.  It will specifically 
cover 527 CMR 11, Commercial Cooking Operations and the 
new Certificate of Competency requirements.  527 CMR 32, 
Smoke Detectors will also be included. 
 
September 1st       200-000-622-A 
   1830-2130         DFS  Stow Room 109 
September 14th     200-000-622-D 
   0900 – 1200      Andover Town House Banquet facility 
September 15th     200-000-622-B 
   0900–1200        WNEC Rivers Memorial Hall 
September 21st     200-000-622-E 
   0900-1200        Worcester FD Training Facility 
September 22nd    200-000-622-C 
   0900 – 1200      U-MASS-Dartmouth 
September 28th     200-000-622-F 
   1830 – 2130      Easthampton FD 

  Sprinkler Plan Review 
This training will review the basic procedural and technical 
requirements for NFPA 13 fire sprinkler system 
installations/modifications, the required information for fire 
department submittals, and discuss typical and dangerous 
deficiencies in the plan submittals.  The appropriate 
application of NFPA 13, NFPA 13D and NFPA 13R will also 
be discussed. 
 
October 5th         200-000-619-A 
   0900 – 1200     Andover Town House Banquet facility 
October 6th         200-000-619-D 
   1830 – 2130     Easthampton FD 
October   8th       200-000-619-B 
   0900–1200   WNEC Rivers Memorial Hall 
October 15th       200-000-619-C  
   0900 – 1200     U-MASS Dartmouth 
October 19th       200-000-619-E 
   1830 – 2130     DFS Stow Room 109 
October 27th       200-000-619-F 
   0900-1200        Worcester FD Training Facility 

    
NFPA 13D/13R Training Synopsis 

Training will review the history of residential fire sprinkler 
systems and the differences between the requirements for 
residential fire sprinkler systems specified in NFPA 13D and 
NFPA 13R.  The training will also review when it is 
appropriate, and when it is not appropriate, to apply the 
various fire sprinkler standards based on Massachusetts codes 
and statutes. Common residential fire sprinkler system design 
errors and installation problems will be addressed.  Basic 
procedural and technical requirements for NFPA 13R and 
13D fire sprinkler system installations/modifications, the 
required information for fire department submittals, and 
discuss typical and dangerous deficiencies in the plan 
submittals.   
November 2nd     200-000-623-A 
   0900 – 1200     Andover Town House Banquet facility 
November 3rd     200-000-623-F 
   1830 – 2130     SABIC Pittsfield 
November 9th     200-000-623-D 
   1830 – 2130     DFS Stow Room 109 
November 13th   200-000-623-E 
   0900-1200       Worcester FD Training Facility 
November 17th   200-000-623-B 
   0900 –1200     WNEC Rivers Memorial Hall 
November 19th   200-000-623-C 
   0900 – 1200     U-MASS-Dartmouth 
 

  Fire Alarm Plan Review 
This training is an introduction into the NFPA 72 fire alarm 
standard.  The training will cover the scope of the standard.  It 
will detail when and where a fire alarm system is required to 
be installed in Massachusetts.  In the training, the required 
information to conduct a proper fire alarm system plan review 
will be listed.  It will address the most common design errors 
encountered in a basic fire alarm review.  Although 
mentioned, it is not the intention of the training to cover 120 
volt multiple station smoke alarms.  
 
December 1st      200-000-624-F 
   1830 – 2130      SABIC Pittsfield 
December 2nd     200-000-624-A 
   0900 – 1200     U-MASS-Dartmouth 
December 7th      200-000-624-B 
   0900 – 1200      Andover Town House Banquet facility 
December 10th    200-000-624-C 
   0900 – 1200     WNEC Rivers Memorial Hall 
December 11th    200-000-624-D 
   0900-1200        Worcester FD Training Facility 
December 14th    200-000-624-E 
   1830-2130        DFS Stow Room 109 
 



FALL SCHEDULE 2009 
 

Department of Fire Services 
Office of the State Fire Marshal Code Enforcement Training  

 
 

Fall 2009 Classes Offered: 
• BFPR Updates - Review of New & Revised 527 CMR Sections 
• Sprinkler Plan Review 
• NFPA 13D/13R Training Synopsis 
• Fire Alarm Plan Review 

 
 

Locations: 
Department of Fire Services 

One State Road 
Stow, MA 

Classroom 109 

Easthampton Fire Department 
32 Payson Avenue 
Easthampton, MA 

Western New England College 
1215 Wilbraham Road 
Rivers Memorial Hall 

Springfield, MA 

Worcester Fire Department 
Training Division in the rear 

141 Grove Street 
Worcester, MA 

University Of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
Woodland Commons 

285 Old Westport Road 
Dartmouth, MA 

Use Parking Lot # 7 

Andover Town House Banquet facility 
20 Main St., 2nd Floor 

Andover, MA 
Use municipal parking lot to the rear 

SABIC Innovative Plastics 
One Plastics Ave 

Pittsfield, MA 

 
 

Register Early! 
 
Advanced registration through the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy is required 
 
Please use a standard MFA application 

 
Additional information & applications can be obtained @ www.mass.gov/dfs 
 
 
Who should attend? 

• Fire Chiefs 
• Fire Inspectors 
• Company Officers responsible for Inspection 

 
 
 
 
 

***There is NO COST for any of these training sessions *** 



Massachusetts Department of Fire 
Services Eighth Annual Weekend at 

the 
National Fire Academy 

 

 
 
 
 

November 6 – 8, 2009 
 

Don’t Delay! 
 

Priority will be given to applicants 
who meet the NFA program selection 

criteria 
 

Applications must be received no 
later than October 1, 2009 

 
Payments must be received no later 

than October 8, 2009



 
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF FIRE SERVICES STATE WEEKEND 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
P.O. Box 1025 

Stow, MA 01775 
Registration: 978-567-3200 

 
Massachusetts Department of Fire Services State Weekend 

 
November 6 – 8, 2009 

 
The Massachusetts Department of Fire Services will once again be going to the National Fire 
Academy for a weekend of intensive training. This year we check in from 1630 to 1830 on  
Friday, November 6, 2009.  
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO HEIGHTENED SECURITY MEASURES, NO STUDENTS WILL BE 
ALLOWED ON CAMPUS PRIOR TO 16:00 AND CHECK IN WILL NOT START BEFORE 16:30.   IT 
IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU HAVE A VALID DRIVERS LICENSE FOR SECURITY PERSONNEL TO 
MATCH TO YOUR CLASS ROSTER.  YOU SHOULD ALSO EXPECT THAT YOUR VEHICLE AND 
BAGGAGE WILL BE SEARCHED.  ANY CONTRABAND INCLUDING KNIVES AND ALCOHOL 
WILL BE CONFISCATED.  
 
A welcome and orientation meeting will take place Friday evening and it is mandatory that all 
participants attend. Training will begin on Saturday morning and you will be dismissed from your 
classroom on Sunday afternoon November 8th. 
 
The cost of the program this year is One hundred and twenty-five dollars ($125.00) and includes 
lodging for Friday and Saturday night, all meals beginning with dinner Friday and ending with lunch on 
Sunday, State Weekend apparel and memorabilia. There will be an additional fee of $20.00 charged 
on your arrival to cover incidental expenses including the state social, class gift and memorial service 
expenses.  Transportation to and from Emmitsburg is on your own. You are encouraged to work with 
other people in your area to travel together.  (Note: The closest airport is BWI) 
 
With the increased demand for this weekend, you are encouraged to send in your completed package 
as soon as possible. We have a limit on the number of students. You must pre-register for the 
weekend, as walk-ins are not allowed. Acceptance to programs will be done on a first come first serve 
basis. To help you be sure that all documents are complete, a checklist is enclosed. Any student 
applications that are not complete will result in a delay in their application being processed. 
 
The deadline for receiving completed applications is no later than 1700 hrs on October 1, 2009. Only 
completed applications at that time will be reviewed for acceptance. Payment must be received with 
your application. It may be in the form of a bank check, money order, or personal check.  Fire 
department purchase orders may be used to reserve your slot, however payment must be received no 
later than Thursday, October 8, 2009.  Payment should be made out to the  Massachusetts 
Firefighting Academy Trust Fund. 
 
Mail To: Registrar 
  Massachusetts Firefighting Academy 
  P. O. Box 1025, State Road 
  Stow, MA 01775-1025 
 



If you need to cancel your participation in the Training Weekend, you should do so as soon as 
possible so we may allow someone else to utilize the spot. Unless cancellation is received 30 days 
prior to the event, the fee in whole or in part as outlined below (Department of Fire Services Policy) 
may not be returned unless we are able to fill the vacant spot. No shows at the National Fire Academy 
will result in the loss of the entire course fee. 
 
 Cancellation Policy: 
 
 Refund in Full     30 days prior to event 
 Refund less 10% Administrative cost  15 to 29 days prior to event 
 Refund less 25% Administrative cost  5 to 14 days prior to event 
 No Refund     0 to 4 days prior to event 
 
You must complete the enclosed National Fire Academy Form (75-5A Application Form) as well as 
the Mass State Weekend Registration Form.  
 

The standard MFA Application will not be accepted for this program. 
 

Appropriate behavior and wearing proper attire is essential, learning from previous weekends, please 
review the following National Fire Academy Policies statements.  Students will not be allowed to 
remain in class if they do not wear a collared shirt: 

Class Attendance and Conduct: Students, instructors, and staff are expected to treat each other 
with respect at all times. Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated and may result in removal from 
campus. Students must attend and participate in all class sessions and successfully complete the 
evaluation criteria to receive a certificate and stipend reimbursement. 

Dress Code: It is each student's responsibility to use good judgment in selecting attire that projects a 
professional image and that is appropriate for both climate differences and classroom activities. NFA 
staff has the authority to make a determination that a student's attire may be inappropriate. Students 
whose attire is determined to be inappropriate will be required to change into more appropriate 
clothing before being allowed to continue class. 

Acceptable Attire for Classroom Settings 

• Males: Shirts with collars; slacks, nice jeans; departmental uniforms (no T-shirts); shoes and 
socks. Optional items include sweaters, sport coats, ties, etc.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT COLLARED SHIRTS ARE ESSENTIAL AND STUDENTS ARE 
REMOVED FROM CLASS IF THEY FAIL TO APPEAR PROPERLY DRESSED. 

• Females: Dresses; blouses with slacks or nice jeans, skirts, split skirts/skorts; departmental 
uniforms (no T-shirts); and shoes. Optional items include sweaters, blazers, etc. 

 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 1, 2009 
 

PAYMENT DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 8, 2009  
(if using a purchase order to hold your spot) 

 
 



Massachusetts Department of Fire Services 
State Weekend 

 
Application Checklist 

 
Please make sure that you have enclosed the following. Missing information will result in a 
delay in processing your application. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 
the Academy Registrar at 978-567-3226. 
 
 
NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY 75-5A SHORT APPLICATION FORM: 
 
____ Please check that this form is completely filled out as detailed below: 
 

• Complete lines 1 thru 11 
• Leave blank boxes 12A, 12B & 12C 
• Complete lines 13 thru 18B 
• Head of sponsoring agency complete 19A, 18B & 19C 
• DO NOT COMPLETE ANYTHING BELOW LINE 20.  
 

____ This form must be signed by you 
 
____ This form must be signed by your Fire Chief 
 
 
 
Massachusetts State Weekend Registration Form: 
 
____ This form must be completed with your full name 
 
____ You must select three course choices 
 
____ You must indicate your shirt size 
 
____ This form must be signed by you 
 
 
 
Form of Payment: 
 
____  Enclose a bank check, money order or personal check made payable to the 

Massachusetts Firefighting Academy Trust Fund. 
 

Please note that a fire department purchase order may be used to reserve your slot. 
Completed applications are due Thursday, October 1, 2009. Payment must be received by 
Thursday, October 8, 2009 in order to receive your acceptance documents and necessary 

paperwork to attend







 
NAME: Last First  MI 

 
Massachusetts Department of Fire Services State Weekend  

Registration Form 
 

November 6 – 8, 2009 
 

The following programs will be offered at State Weekend this year. Please select your top 
three choices from the list below. If you have only selected one and that program is full, then 
your application will not be accepted. Every effort will be made to accommodate your first 
requests; however, course placement cannot be guaranteed. All courses are on a first come 
first serve basis based on meeting the course criteria. All applicants will receive a letter 
that will state whether or not they have been selected for the program(s) requested. 
 
Number Code Course Name 
   

355 CFPA A Comprehensive Fire Protection Approach for Commercial 
Occupancies  

357 FM Fire Modeling 
 
Note: The above two courses are single day offerings and must be taken together, both 
should be listed as one choice. 
 
 
Number Code Course Name 
   

290 TOSD  Training Operations in Small Departments 
455 STICO Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations 
458 PICO Preparation for Initial Company Operations  
805 LS III Leadership III: Strategies for Supervisory Success 

 
 
Course Selections:  1st choice _________________________________________ 
 

2nd choice ________________________________________ 
  

3rd choice ________________________________________ 
 
 
All students attending will receive Massachusetts State Weekend Apparel.  This year you will 
receive a pullover windshirt.  Please indicate the size you would like by circling below.  

The size that you select cannot be exchanged. 
 

Small  Medium Large  X-Large XX-Large XXX-Large 
 
 
 

Signature ____________________________________________________ 



MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF FIRE SERVICES 
EIGHTH ANNUAL STATE WEEKEND AT THE NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY  

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
A Comprehensive Fire Protection Approach for Commercial 
Occupancies (CFPA) (W355) 
 
Course Description This course uses a comprehensive fire protection approach to frame areas of 

scientific and engineering studies around fire growth patterns, products and 
systems involved with the appropriate fire protection solution, fire and 
building codes, and the use of fire mitigating tools. Analysis of historical 
commercial building fires highlights the development of building codes, fire 
codes, and product test methods. Students learn how to assess the validity of 
a product's performance test for a specific product application or end-use 
using a certification label. In a final case study, students apply the 
comprehensive fire protection approach to the analysis of a documented 
commercial fire and determine the impact on firefighting strategies.  
 

Selection Criteria Firefighters and fire officers; fire marshals, inspectors, and building 
inspectors, career and volunteer firefighters who have prevention 
responsibilities.  

 
 
 
Fire Modeling (FM) (W357) 
 
Course Description The course presents data from test burns of single-family occupancies to 

enable firefighters to evaluate, analyze, and use fire computer models 
effectively, such as the Fire Dynamics Simulator (FDS). By viewing expert 
scientific and engineering perspectives, and discussing and analyzing results 
of videotaped test burns and burn data, students will learn the benefits, 
applications, and limitations of fire modeling. Students will apply data from 
fire scenarios to the FDS to understand how different conditions may affect 
the outcome of an actual fire. Students also will be introduced to different 
types of fire tests, with explanations of their application and reliability.  
 

Selection Criteria Firefighters and fire officers; fire marshals, inspectors, and building 
inspectors, career and volunteer firefighters who have prevention 
responsibilities.  

 
Note: The above are one day programs and must be selected together



The following are all two-day programs 

 
Training Operations in Small Departments (TOSD) (W290) 
 
Course Description This 2-day course is designed to provide students with some basic tools and 

skills to coordinate training in a small fire/EMS organization. A training 
function in a smaller department typically may include conducting training 
drills and coordinating training with a nearby larger city or State training 
function. Course content includes* Leadership issues in fire service 
training, such as why and how the local training officer must be a catalyst 
for change, and personal motivators within the department.* Identifying the 
legal issues affecting the training function, including an understanding of a 
standard of care, and the impact of OSHA and NFPA standards.* Safety 
considerations in training.* Marketing training internally.* Identifying ways 
to justify training needs.* Resolving training conflicts using appropriate 
conflict resolution techniques.* Selecting and evaluating training 
curriculum and materials from outside sources.* Effective delivery and 
evaluation of training.  
 

Selection Criteria * Fire and rescue personnel who coordinate training in small departments.* 
Volunteer firefighters and officers who instruct in small fire and rescue 
departments.* Fire personnel serving on training committees.* Training 
officers in volunteer fire departments. NOTE: Students who have taken 
NFA's Challenges for Local Training Officers through the Volunteer 
Incentive Program are not encouraged to take NFA's Training Operations in 
Small Departments.  

 
 
 
 
Strategy and Tactics for Initial Company Operations (STICO) (W455) 
 
Course Description (formerly MCTO:Tactics)STICO is designed to meet the needs of Company 

Officers responsible for managing the operations of one or more companies 
during structural firefighting operations. STICO is designed to develop the 
management skills needed by company officers to accomplish assigned 
tactics at structure fires.  
 

Selection Criteria Senior firefighters who may at times assume the responsibilities of the 
company officer (NFPA 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter Professional 
Qualifications, Level II).  

 



 
Preparation for Initial Company Operations (PICO) (W458) 
 
Course Description This course is designed to develop a better understanding of the role and 

responsibilities of a Company Officer in preparing their company for 
incident operations. In addition, to clarify the transition from firefighter to 
company officer and the new roles relating to leadership and safety. This 
course is designed for company officers, acting company officers, or senior 
firefighters responsible for the management of a single fire company at an 
emergency incident. Those officers who are responsible for company 
readiness, personnel safety, and leadership as it relates to company 
operation.  
 

Selection Criteria Company officers, acting officers, or senior firefighters who command a 
fire company during emergency operations. Those officers who are 
responsible for maintaining skills and company readiness.  

 
 
 
 
Leadership III: Strategies for Supervisory Success  (LSIII) (W805) 
 
Course Description This 2-day course provides the company officer with the basic leadership 

skills and tools to perform effectively in the fire service environment. The 
course covers when and how to delegate to subordinates, assess personal 
leadership styles through situational leadership, discipline subordinates, and 
apply coaching/motivating techniques.  
 

Selection Criteria * Line fire officers, unit commanders, or program supervisors.* Fire or 
rescue personnel due for promotion/appointment to officer rank or 
supervisory position within 6 months.* Training officers, staff, or 
administrative officers of fire and rescue organizations.  

 



2009 State Weekend Program 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
Dress Code: It is each student's responsibility to use good judgment in selecting attire that 

projects a professional image and is appropriate for both climate differences and 
classroom activities.  The staff at the National Fire Academy (NFA) has the 
authority to make a determination that a student's attire may be inappropriate.  
Students wearing attire that is determined to be inappropriate will be required to 
change into more appropriate clothing before being allowed to continue class.  
 
Males:  Shirts with collars (no T-Shirts), slacks, nice jeans, including 
departmental uniforms, shoes, and socks. 
 
Females:  Dresses, blouses with slacks or nice jeans, skirts, including 
departmental uniforms, (no T-Shirts), and shoes. 
 
Optional items include sweaters, sport coats, blazers, etc. 

 
Professional  
Conduct: Problems occasionally arise on the National Emergency Training Center (NETC) 

campus while students are in residence as part of the NFA's State Weekend 
Program.  During our past seven State Weekends, such 
problems have included late night rowdiness, excessive 
consumption of alcoholic beverages, damage to the 
dormitories, inappropriate physical acts, discharge of fire 
extinguisher, etc.  In every instance, this behavior is 
limited to a small group of students; however, the acts of a 
few reflect negatively on Massachusetts fire training 
program and the national fire service community as a 
whole.  It should be clearly understood that the 
Massachusetts Department of Fire Services has a zero 
tolerance for behavior based issues; conduct of this nature 
will not be tolerated.  As we have demonstrated in the past 
students who exhibit poor judgment, or inappropriate 
behavior will be asked to leave the weekend and if the 
behavior is extreme, they may be subject to federal 
charges. 

 
  Each individual has the personal responsibility to exhibit professional conduct 

while on this campus.  The designated representative of the State fire training 
agency has the responsibility and authority to monitor and, with campus security 
personnel, to take necessary action to correct the unprofessional conduct. 

   
As a student, your assistance in this matter is appreciated.  Should you 
encounter difficulties or disruptions, you are encouraged to notify the Campus 
Security Office (Building V) by dialing "911" or "O" on any campus phone. 

 



Campus security has the authority to request the name(s) of any individuals or 
student who may be disruptive or discourteous.  It is expected that an individual's 
name will be provided if requested.  The security officer will then inform the State 
representative of the circumstances surrounding the incident. 
 
In instances of alleged misconduct, the State representative and a USFA staff 
member will be responsible for determining all the facts related to the incident.  
Decisions regarding dismissal of the student will be made at the conclusion of 
the review.  The final authority for dismissal rests with the senior USFA official on 
campus at the time.  However, in instances where misconduct occurs outside 
class hours, the State representative has the authority to dismiss a student at 
any time.  Student dismissal procedures and notification will follow the guidelines 
described in the NETC Information Handbook on the desk in your room. 
 
Quiet hours in the dormitories begin at 11:00 p.m.  Those that violate the campus 
quiet hours policy are subject to dismissal from campus as outlined in the 
conduct policy. 
 
With regard to the State Weekend Program social, the State representative will 
abide by Maryland law concerning the service and consumption of alcohol.  
Persons under the age of 21 will not be served under any circumstances.  
Alcoholic beverages are not permitted in the dormitories at any time. 

 
Messages: The incoming campus telephone number is 301-447-1048 for messages. This 

number is operational 24 hours a day. 
 
Recreation: The campus has several areas available for student recreation: 
 

• Student center with wide-screen color television, and card, billiard, and ping-
pong tables. 
 
• Command Post Pub, located in the Student center (Building B) serving snacks, 
beer and wine.  The Pub is open Friday and Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to midnight. 
 
• Athletic facilities (Building H) with exercise room and swimming pool. 
 
• Athletic equipment is available for checkout in Building H.  This includes tennis, 
softball, golf, basketball, and volleyball equipment. 

 
Housing: Rooms are assigned randomly once you are accepted into a course.  Because of 

the random assignment of rooms, you may/may not be lodged in the same 
building as your classmates.  Every effort is made to ensure that you have a 
single room.  However, if the student count is high, you may be doubled with 
another student.  Please do not call to request a single room.  Relatives and 
friends of NETC students cannot stay on campus.  Campus 
accommodations are only for NETC students. 

 
Internet Access: WiFi is now available in all dormitories 



 
 
Smoking  
Policy: As of March 20, 2000, a change in the campus smoking policy was issued.  The 

new policy was issued.  The new policy change makes all buildings on campus 
smoke-free.  The only exception to this policy is the Pub area. 

 

Late Cancellations 
and No Shows:   In an effort to admit the greatest possible number of students, the following 

policy to manage the persistent problem of late cancellations and no-show 
students was developed.  If a student is unable to attend a course, he/she must 
notify the State Coordinator or the State Weekend Manager 30 days before the 
course start date, except in cases of emergency cancellation.  A student who 
cancels within the 30 days of the course start date will be restricted from 
attendance.  To remove the restriction, the student's supervisor must send a 
letter explaining the cancellation.  A student who does not cancel attendance in 
writing will be denied admission for the next 24 months. 

 
Personal Needs: A convenience store is located on campus.  It is located in the basement of 

Building D.  It is open until 11:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights and all day 
on Sunday. 

 
 



Kevin M. Burke
Secretary of Public Safety

Stephen D. Coan
State Fire Marshal

P.O. Box 1025 - State Road
Stow, Massachusetts 01775 
978-567-3300
www.mass.gov/dfs

FIRE SERVICES
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Fire 
Prevention  
in Schools

Fire Extinguishers & 
Emergency Wash Stations
527 CMR 10.02

Says where, how many and what kind 
of fire extinguishers and emergency 
wash stations schools need.

Has testing and inspection requirements.

Labs are required to have emergency 
wash systems (showers) or fire 
blankets and signage.

Chemistry Labs
527 CMR 14

Permits and special storage arrangements 
may be required based on the type 
and quantity of chemicals stored.

Donʼt store chemicals alphabetically.

Think about the life cycle and 
hazardous waste disposal when 
purchasing and storing chemicals.

See 527 CMR 10 for emergency wash 
stations, fire blankets and signage.

General Housekeeping
Store cleaning chemicals in a safe and 
secure area (not next to heat sources.)

Shut off the appliances in the 
teacher/staff lounge each day.

Teach kitchen fire safety to cafeteria staff and 
include them in fire drills. Kitchen fires are 
one of the leading causes of fires in schools.

School Fire Reporting Law
MGL c.148 s.2A 
OSFM Advisory 6/1/2006, 8/1/2006

Requires schools to report all fires 
to the local fire department.

Requires fire departments to report all 
school fires to the Mass. Fire Incident 
Reporting System (MFIRS). 

No Smoking in Schools

Fire Protection Systems
527 CMR 1.06, 527 CMR 11(Kitchen)

Requires schools to inspect, test and 
maintain fire alarm, fire sprinkler and 
kitchen suppression systems. 

Fire and Life Safety 
Education
MGL c.71 s.1 
DOE Health Curriculum Frameworks

The Student Awareness of Fire Education 
or S.A.F.E. Program has trained firefighter-
educators to work with classroom teachers.

Consider using fire safety topics for 
practice MCAS essay questions.

������

DFS/OSFM Mar ʻ07

School fire prevention 
requires teamwork. Local fire 

departments want to work 
closely with local school officials 

to create safe schools and to 
help keep them that way.



A school is one of the most important 
resources a community has. A fire 
destroys costly bricks and mortars 
but also the heart of the community.

This pamphlet is designed to 
give a quick summary of the fire 
prevention regulations affecting 
schools with directions on where to 
find more detailed information.

Fire prevention laws can be found 
in MGL Chapter 148 and most fire 
prevention regulations affecting 
schools can be found in 527 Code of 
Massachusetts Regulations (CMR) 
10. The Department of Fire Servicesʼ 
website has these and many helpful 
Office the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) 
Advisories - www.mass.gov/dfs and 
look for OSFM Advisories under News 
& Events and under Fire Prevention.

School Fire Drills
527 CMR 10.09 
OSFM Advisory 6/27/2001

Fire Departments are required to conduct fire 
drills in schools four times a year including 
one within three days of the start of school.

School Evacuation and 
Multi-Hazard Plans
Section 363 of Chapter 159  
of the Acts of 2000

School superintendents are required to 
meet with the local police and fire chiefs to 
develop a multi-hazard evacuation plan.

Place of Assembly 
(Theatres, Auditorium, 
Gym, Cafeteria)
527 CMR 10.17

Need a certificate of inspection 
from the building official which 
will set the occupancy limit. 

New severe penalties for violating occupancy 
limits and blocked egress, passed in the 
aftermath of the fire at The Station nightclub. 

See School Wall Decoration 
regulations for proms, dances, etc.

See regulations on drapery and curtains.

Upholstered Furniture, 
Molded Chairs and Re-
Upholstered Furniture
527 CMR 29 
OSFM Advisory 12/20/2002 
 
Requirements are different for sprinklered 
and unsprinklered buildings.

Flammability testing 
requirements for furniture.

Furniture should be resistant to fire. It 
can produce volumes of toxic smoke. 

Decorations, Curtains, 
Draperies and Window 
Treatments
527 CMR  21

Requires certification that these products 
meet flammability standards. 

Theatrical Special Effects
527 CMR 2.09 
OSFM Advisory 8/1/2003 and 1/5/2007

Need a permit from local fire department 
to use special effects and pyrotechnics 
(including flash powder and flash paper). 

Must be conducted by licensed individual.

Failure to do so constitutes a violation of 
MGL c148 s.34A with a $5,000 fine and/or  
2 1/2 years in prison - passed in the 
aftermath of the fire at The Station nightclub.

School Wall Decorations 
(Uses of Paper Materials)
527 CMR 10.09 (5) 
OSFM Advisory 10/21/2003, 11/1/2006 
DFS has an entire webpage devoted to 
this topic: www.mass.gov/dfs click on Fire 
Prevention then School Wall Regulations. 

FAQs
Regulations Explained
Overview

Regulates how, where and how much paper 
decorations may safely be displayed on walls 
in sprinklered and unsprinklered buildings.

When building new schools, consider 
this regulation and include bulletin board 
design to safely display paper materials.

Fire Lanes
527 CMR 10.03

Regulations on designation, maintenance 
and preventing obstruction of fire lanes.

Keep clear at all times.

»

»

»



Cooking Safety
Put a lid on a grease fire to smother it 
then turn off the heat. Baking soda will 
also work.

Wear tightfitting sleeves when cooking. 
Loose sleeves easily catch fire.

Never throw water on a grease fire. 
Water will only spread the fire around.

Never move a burning pan. You can too 
easily ignite your clothes or spill the fire 
onto someone or something else.

Stand by your pan! Never leave cooking 
unattended.

•

•

•

•

•

Safe Smoking
Try to quit again.

For health and fire safety reasons, permit 
smoking outside only.

Never smoke in bed.

Use large ashtrays with center rests so 
cigarettes fall into the ashtray not on the 
floor.

Smokers should keep lighters on their 
person, not on the table or in a purse 
where children can find them.

Never smoke in homes where oxygen is 
in use.

Match and  
Lighter Safety

Purchase child resistant lighters.

Keep all matches and lighters out of 
reach and sight of children. A high, 
locked cabinet is recommended.

Teach children that matches and lighters 
are not toys, they are tools for grown-
ups.

Teach young children to tell a grown-up 
when they see matches or lighters Iying 
around.

Never give a lighter to a child as a toy.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Fire 
Safety 
Tips

DFS - 06/07

Stephen D. Coan
State Fire Marshal

P.O. Box 1025 - State Road
Stow, Massachusetts 01775 
978-567-3300
www.mass.gov/dfs



Use this grid to draw a floor plan of each person’s bedroom or to show the whole house.

X - Meeting Place

In a typical home fire, 
smoke, heat and toxic 
gases build up rapidly. 
When the smoke detector 
sounds get out of the 
building immediately 
before your escape route is 
blocked. 
To survive a fire: install and 
maintain smoke detectors 
and practice an escape 
plan.

Smoke Detectors
Install smoke detectors on every level 
and outside each sleeping area.

Test them monthly.

Replace the battery twice a year.

Never disable your detector.

•

•

•

•

Home Escape Plan
Practice your home escape plan with the 
whole family twice a year.

Plan 2 ways out of each room. The easy 
way out is probably the door and the 
second way out might be a window.

If you plan for a child or a senior to exit 
a window, make sure they can open it 
easily.

If you canʼt get out, close your door and 
go to the window and signal for help. 
Teach children never to hide under beds 
or in closets.

•

•

•

•

If you must go through smoke, crawl low. 
The coolest, cleanest air will be about 18 
inches off the ground.

Have a meeting place outside where 
everyone will meet. Be able to tell the fire 
department if everyone is out safely.

Stay out; donʼt go back into a burning 
building for anything.

Telephone the fire department from a 
neighborʼs house or use the fire alarm 
emergency box.

•

•

•

•
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